
English Toolkit: Indicator 4.3.1

Goal 4.0 Evaluating the Content, Organization, and Language Use of Texts
Expectation 4.3 The student will evaluate textual changes in a work and explain how
these changes alter tone, clarify meaning, address a particular audience, or fulfill a
purpose.

Indicator 4.3.1 The student will alter the tone of a text by revising its diction.

Assessment Limits:
Selecting appropriate revisions of words and phrases
• tone (e.g., humorous, urgent, official, authoritative, more or less critical, commanding,

diplomatic, detached, resentful, sympathetic, formal, informal)
• purpose (inform, persuade, express personal ideas)
• audience (e.g., peer, adult, child, official authority)
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Sample Assessment #1 - Selected Response Item - Released in
2003

English Indicator 4.3.1

For the following question, the sentences should be revised for a new audience or purpose.
Choose the sentence that best incorporates the necessary changes to style or tone and
maintains the original meaning of the sentence.

People who have difficulty falling asleep may benefit from a regular sleep schedule.

Revise to an informal style.

A. People who have trouble falling asleep should go to bed at the same time every night.
B. When people have trouble falling asleep, they should go to bed at an established time

every night.
C. Establishing a regular sleep schedule will help those who have trouble falling asleep.
D. Those who have difficulty falling asleep may want to try going to bed at the same time

every night.

Sample Assessment #2 - Selected Response Item - Released in
2003

English Indicator 4.3.1
Handout(s):
• English Resource: Communication Technology

After reading a novel set in the future, students wrote essays about significant changes
that occurred in the last two centuries. Pedro decided to write about changes in
communication technology. For the following question, choose the best answer to questions
about Pedro's essay. Read Pedro's essay: "Communication Technology."

Which of these is the best way to revise Sentence 9 so that the tone is consistent with the
rest of the essay?

A. The language was useful, but it was difficult to learn.
B. The language was hard to learn, but it sure worked great.
C. The language worked well, but it was not a snap to learn.
D. The language was awful to learn, but it was practical to use.

Sample Assessment #3 - Selected Response Item - Released in
2002

English Indicator 4.3.1

Choose the sentence that best incorporates the necessary changes to style or tone and
maintains the original meaning of the sentence.

A lot of snow fell in the mountains last night during the storm.

Revise for a more descriptive style.
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A. Snow fell heavily during the night, during the storm, in the mountains.
B. A lot of snow fell in the mountains, and it fell last night during a storm.
C. According to the latest weather observations, snowfall was heavy in the mountains

during the storm last night.
D. Glistening flakes of snow fell all night during the storm, covering the mountains with a

carpet of white.

Sample Assessment #4 - Selected Response Item - Released in
2002

English Indicator 4.3.1
Handout(s):
• English Resource: Tenzing Norgay, Mountain Climber

Read the draft of Michael's report: “Tenzing Norgay, Mountain Climber.” Then answer the
following:

In Sentence 7, which of these is best to use instead of “a whole bunch of” so that the tone
is consistent with the rest of the paragraph?

A. countless
B. extensive
C. lots and lots of
D. a great quantity of
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Handouts

Communication Technology
Here are the first three paragraphs of Pedro's essay.

1Every day after school Tyrone talks on the telephone, watches television, sends e-mail
to his cousin, and plays music on his compact disc player. 2Never even thinking about the
technology required to make it all happen. 3The last two centuries saw rapid increases in
communication technology, and in the new millennium, inventors will continue to move
technology forward.

4One of the earliest inventions in communication technology was the telegraph. 5It had
wires but did not carry a voice. 6Using a metal lever, words were tapped out using short
and long electrical impulses. 7Someone on the receiving end translated the series of sounds
into words. 8This language of dots and dashes was called Morse code. 9The language
worked great, but it was a pain to learn.

10Alexander Graham Bell intended to improve the telegraph, but his invention, the
telephone, made the telegraph go down the tubes. 11It took a long time to make it work
well. 12First, thousands of miles of wire had to be installed on poles. 13Then equipment had
to be manufactured and operators needed to be hired.
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Tenzing Norgay, Mountain Climber
1Tenzing Norgay, a humble man from India, became famous as a member of the first

team to reach the peak of Mt. Everest, Earth's highest mountain. 2His accomplishments in
mountain climbing and his attitude toward life brought him glory.

3Young Tenzing Norgay always believed he would have special luck and great
achievement. 4In 1932 he became a carrier for mountain climbers in India. 5He climbed
other mountains, but he remained focused on Everest.

6His famous climb occurred in 1953. 7He made the climb with Sir Edmund Hillary, a
beekeeper from New Zealand with a whole bunch of climbing experience. 8The two men had
great confidence in each other; however, this made them a strong team. 9During the climb,
they had to cross a river, navigate an icefall, and cut steps in the snow in order to reach the
peak. 10They wore eight layers of clothing and three pairs of gloves all at the same time.
11The team reached the 29,028-foot peak on May 29, 1953, two months after they started
their trek.

12Tenzing Norgay became a role model for those striving to rise above humble
beginnings. 13His goal in life was to reach the summit of Mt. Everest. 14He devoted his
entire life to this goal. 15His approach to life served as an inspiration to many other people,
including his own son, who later climbed Mt. Everest also.
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English Indicator 4.3.1
Answer Key

Sample Assessment Item #2 - Selected Response (SR) - 2003
A. People who have trouble falling asleep should go to bed at the same time every night.

Sample Assessment Item #3 - Selected Response (SR) - 2003
A. The language was useful, but it was difficult to learn.

Sample Assessment Item #4 - Selected Response (SR) - 2002
D. Glistening flakes of snow fell all night during the storm, covering the mountains with a
carpet of white.

Sample Assessment Item #5 - Selected Response (SR) - 2002
B. extensive
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